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By Tonya EllisKid-Friendly Cops

When Sergeant Marty Maus of the Sugar Land Police Department 
(SLPD) sees kids in public, he sometimes doesn’t feel very popu-
lar. “Parents will point us out to the kids and say, ‘If you don’t 
behave, those officers are going to arrest you,’” he said. “ 
A lot of times kids are a little leery of us,” agreed Lieutenant David 
Marcaurele of the SLPD. “You’re in uniform and your presence  
is intimidating.” 
 
The SLPD is aiming to become more “kid-friendly” with the 
fourth edition of its Children’s Trading Card Program. The pro-
gram’s goal is to make kids feel more comfortable with police offi-
cers as their protectors and friends. The trading cards will include 
photos and information about roughly 150 different Sugar Land 
police officers and department staff. Past card collectors have won 
cool prizes, such as video games and even a trip to Disney World. 
To get the cards, kids must approach the police. 

Trading Card Program Makes Sugar 

Land Police More Approachable to Kids

Written by Tonya Ellis
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Kid-Friendly Cops
Your ticket to a

                            commute!

More riders are enjoying TREKEXPRESS than ever before. Our 

30-passenger buses travel directly from two pick-up points in Sugar 

Land to Greenway Plaza and Uptown/Galleria. For commuters who 

work downtown or in the Medical Center, TREK links to Metro routes, 

making travel within and throughout greater Houston a breeze. 

 

If If you’re an early riser or need to work late, TREK is there for you. 

We leave from our first stop as early as 5:10 A.M. and as late as 

8:00 A.M. In the afternoon, you can board as early as 3:15 P.M. 

through 6:40 P.M. for a relaxing ride home. 

TTake a quick trip to www.trekhouston.org or call 281-633-RIDE to 

find out more about our citywide routes, convenient schedules and 

affordable fares. What’s stopping you?

The TREKEXPRESS is funded by Fort Bend Transit and managed by TREK, the 
transportation management organization for Uptown/Galleria and Greenway Plaza.
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Collect Them All
The Sugar Land Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association 
(SLCPAAA) is helping to develop the cards with funding from 
sponsor donations, said Andrea Brinkley, of the group’s 
fundraiser publicity committee. Kick-off is planned for the start 
of the 2008-2009 school year at Fort Bend County elementary and 
middle schools. Officers will each be given 1,000 cards to pass out 
to kids who request them, said Brinkley.  Collecting the cards is 
fun, but it can be a challenge.

Working Day and Night
Some officers are harder to find than others. That’s because their 
shifts can run from dusk to dawn. But that hasn’t stopped 
determined trading card seekers in the past, said James Hawk 
of the SLCPAAA, “It was quite eye-opening. The parents would 
bring their children down to the police station at 6 a.m.” 

“It teaches them responsibility,” added Glen Gill, also of the 
SLCPAAA. “To get over 100 cards is a lot of work.”  His son 
Richie, a Junior at Clements High School, was second prize 
winner in the first SLPD trading card edition, which was issued in 
1998. “They also trade between each other,” he added. “One may 
have two of somebody and another may have two of somebody. 
It teaches them to respect that the police officers are their friends. 
That’s what it’s all about.”  SLM
 

Tonya Ellis enjoys feature writing and spending time with her husband Keith and three 

children, Sophia, 6, Byron, 5, and Justin, 2. 
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